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View from the Chair 

This time of year it is customary to look back at the season coming to an end and to re-

flect especially on the high points and successes. But for many of us this year, it is also a 

time of reflection on the lives of people who were deeply involved in Scottish motor sport 

and who will not be joining us at events in 2017. I don’t want to dwell on them all be-

cause some will be known to you but others may not. I just want to point to the very 

thoughtful words written by John Fife on his website about those we have lost. http://

www.jaggybunnet.co.uk/. 

Looking ahead to next year, at topic that remains upermost on my mind is the need to 

recruit, retain and reward volunteeers. This is not just marshals but people to cover all 

the various jobs on events. This remains a key priority for all motorsport disciplines 

across Scotland.  

The picture is of me co-driving for Martin 

Murray in his Mk2 Escort on the Kingdom 

Stages at Crail early in November. Just fo-

cus on the number of hi viz tabards on just 

this short section of stage. 

I know how much work is involved in putting 

on these events. The degree of dedication 

from the people involved is hard to compre-

hend. I know this because I see the same 

people everywhere I look. In particular, I ap-

preciate just how many hours of effort go in 

before, during and after any motorsport competition.  

My plea to everyone who reads this but who did not help out on an event in 2016 is to 

ask that you try to get to at least one event next year. If you did help out on an event 

then thank you and well done. My 

challenge to you is to do it again in 

2017 but to take along a friend.  

Finally, hard as I tried, I really could-

n’t resist this picture of what was my 

personal highlight of 2016 when I 

was asked to co-drive for Russell 

Brookes in the GpB Vauxhall 

Chevette on the RallyLegend event 

in San Marino. Those who know me 

well have heard first-hand about this 

never to be forgotten experience.  

In the meantime, I trust you will all enjoy and behave yourselves at any year end awards 

events and have an enjoyable winter break. 

Pete Weall  

Rory Bryant, National Development Manager 

As 2016 draws to a close, we can begin to reflect on what has been a 

very busy but, in many ways, ground breaking year for motorsport in 

Scotland. 

 As a body, in 2016, SMS has been successful in achieving its first major target in gaining the long 

term financial backing and support of Scottish Government, through sportscotland. Whilst this recogni-

tion is very important for the sport, it is what happens next that is the really crucial part!  

The hard work has begun on the implementation of the 2016-2020 strategic plan and, overall, I’m 

pleased to report that we are making good progress in relation to our annual targets. 

However, I cannot stress enough that this is a long term project that looks to build strong foundations 

for the sport to grow upon. For us, this means working with clubs on an individual basis to build their 

profile, volunteering capacity and coaching practice whilst developing the next generation of partici-

pants and volunteers through a strong student motorsport scene.  

Our news update, below, details some of the progress we have made in the last couple of months and 

I look forward to reporting back to you on new plans and initiatives for 2017, in the next newsletter. 

Best regards, 

Rory Bryant 

Club Support 

Following the appointment of our new Development Officer, Gillian Sefton, four clubs have been se-

lected by the SACC to receive initial Development Officer support. As reported in the last meeting, the 

selected clubs are: Monklands Car Club, Highland Car Club, Stonehaven and District Motorsport Club 

and the Mx5 club. 

Over the coming months, Gillian’s efforts will be focussed on working with these clubs (in addition to 

commitments working with another four SACU clubs and various student clubs across the country) to 

offer tailored support that aims to help them to overcome challenges and work towards key aspira-

tions. As mentioned previously, we appreciate the support only impacts a handful of clubs in the short 

term but this will be reviewed to enable other clubs to benefit from the same support in the future. 

Gillian has now met with all her target clubs to discuss key challenges and opportunities, and is now 

helping each of them to write a mini development plan before supporting its implementation. 

It will not be surprising for many of you to hear that the biggest challenges listed in Gillian’s encounters 

so far, are a lack of volunteers within clubs. As we all know this is a major challenge faced not only in 

motorsport but in most other sports. There is no magic wand to solve the issue but we believe that 

gritty club development work is a positive step in the right direction. 

The approach will be different for every club depending on their specific needs and the local resources 

around them but inevitably there will be a focus on building partnerships between clubs and local col-

leges / universities, sports councils and local authority / community groups to help build their volun-

teering capacity. 

This is the sort of work that we will be focussing on over the coming months; it’s not particularly glam-

orous or ground breaking but we believe that it is essential work to secure the long term sustainability 

of our sport. 

MSA Coaching 

We organised Scotland’s first ever delivery of the Level 2 coaching 

qualification in September.  The delivery, which took place over 

four days at Knockhill in September, was a huge success with 15 

learners completing the course; making it the biggest delivery the 

MSA have ever run. 

This was the first stage of our plan to develop coaching practice 

within Scottish clubs. We encouraged clubs to nominate individuals 

to go through the qualification, with a view to then developing club 

coaches that can deliver coaching within clubs in 2017 and be-

yond. 

The Scottish Motor Racing Club, Junior Rally Championship and 

West of Scotland Kart Club all nominated coaches to go through 

the qualification. As follow up to this, Greg Symes (MSA Academy 

Manager) recently travelled up to Scotland in November to meet 

with Rory Bryant and the clubs to develop a plan to support the de-

livery of coaching programmes in 2017. 

We believe that the successful implementation of coaching programmes within these clubs / champi-

onships will demonstrate the value of coaching within the club environment and will lead to more 

clubs / championships buying into the concept going forward. 

Introduction to Coaching Course 

We are aiming to run an MSA Introduction to coaching course for Scottish club members in early 

2017. This is the first step on the MSA’s coaching pathway but it is NOT a qualification. It is - as it says 

on the tin - an introduction to coaching. It is aimed at a variety of individuals such as; parents, event 

organisers and potential coaches.  The course provides an understanding of the coaching process 

and why it is important. 

Provisionally we have scheduled this course in to be run on Sunday 26
th
 February at West of Scotland 

Kart Club. If you are interested in attending this course, then please contact Rory Bryant on 
rory.bryant@scottishmotorsports.co.uk 

 

 

Student Motorsport 

We ran a student challenge event at Knockhill on October 1
st
, 

which attracted 59 students to come along and try motorsport. 
The full report can be found on the news page of our website but 
effectively the students took part in three competitive challenges; 
an Auto Test (courtesy of Brian Cameron of 63 Car Club, with 
cars courtesy of Bill Crevie and Glenrothes MC), a Table Top 
Rally (courtesy of Dave Mackintosh and Duncan Cameron of 
Stonehaven and District Motorsport Club) and karting (courtesy 
of Knockhill). Overall, the event ran smoothly, with lots of happy 
students and only a couple of unhappy Auto Test cars!  
 
From our perspective, the event was a particular success; of the 
59 participants that took part, 46 of those were completely new 
to their institutions motorsport club and to the sport! This indi-
cates that our efforts over recent months to create a national stu-

dent committee have begun to pay off. This committee created a national calendar of student events 
and a promotional leaflet for selling motorsport to new students during their fresher’s weeks around 
the country.  
 
In addition, this committee has seen a new motorsport club develop at Dundee University, and we are 
currently in the process of pulling together an application to gain Scottish Student Sport recognition 
next year, which – if successful - will see student motorsport clubs gaining more professional support 
to organise and promote student motorsport championships.  
 

www.scottishmotorsports.co.uk  
 

 
 

Training 
Radio Training 

Eight Acres Hotel Elgin 14th January 0900-1630 Times TBC 

 

Rally Training 

Jurys Inn, Inverness 28th January 0900 - 1630 Times TBC 

Choose from option 1 or 2: 

Option 1 - introduction to rally, introduction to radio, first marshal on scene, spectator safety and per-

sonal safety. 

Option 2 - timing, setup and chain of command. 

 

Please email to training@scottishcarclubs.com to register attendance.  Places are limited for 

both courses.  If you wish to attend Inverness please tell us which option you wish to attend. 

Aquarius Navigational Rally 
 

Supplementary Regulations are now live and entries now open, for the 2017 Aquarius Navigational 
Rally and Aquarius Clubman Navigational Rally on the night of 4/5 February 2017, to which your mem-
bers are warmly invited. 
 
Regs and entry form are attached, and also available from our club website and online entries system, 
per the links below: 
 
http://www.glenrothes-msc.com/?q=content/aquarius-navigational-rally-2017-4th5th-february 
 
https://rallies.info/webentry/2017/aquarius 
https://rallies.info/webentry/2017/aquariusclub 
 
The rally will feature approx 118 miles - of which ~75% shall be competitive motoring - of the best 
lanes in Fife & Lowland Perthshire, starting and finishing in Kinross. 
 
This year we continue to build on our well-received format of recent years of a "no nonsense" fully pre-
plot "tulips and map refs" navigational format, with an all-tarmac route which enables standard unmodi-
fied road cars to compete. Improvements for this year include an even more compact route - all within 
a 13 mile radius of Kinross, inc. centralised start, refuel and finish locations, all within easy reach of the 
M90 motorway in Central Scotland - and timing schedule - with the first car due away at 21.21 and 
back at the finish at 02.01. 
 
Through this, we aim to encourage those new to night events or to the area, whilst still providing ex-
perienced crews with a rewarding night's sport (& a well-earned breakfast!). All for an entry fee of £75. 
 
Marshals will also be made very welcome, and we'll do our best to give you a great night's sport. We 
offer a free breakfast for all marshals manning two controls, and you'll also receive free Glenrothes 
MSC membership for 2017. If you would like to help out on the night, please contact Chief Marshal 
Richard Crozier at richard.m.crozier@gmail.com 
 
This year we shall again be the opening round of the 2017 SACC Navigational Rally Championship, 
and a round of the 2017 HRCR Premier Rally Championship. In addition to the National B event, we 
will again also be offering a supporting Clubman event, giving those without an MSA competition li-
cence a chance to be part of the action. 
 
We look forward to extending you a warm welcome to Kinross on 4th February! 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Richard Crozier 
 
Secretary of the Meeting 
2017 Aquarius Navigational Rally 
Glenrothes Motor Sport Club 
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